Of course, the longstanding interrelationship between law and medicine predates the legal academic's concern with interdisciplinary studies. The traditional relationship between law and medicine, however, is not interdisciplinary in the same sense as the relationships between law and other disciplines. Whereas the new interdisciplinary approaches typically involve the application of techniques and perspectives from another discipline to the study of law of the analysis of legal documents, the traditional literature of law and medicine is far less theoretical. In order to aid lawyers in arguing points of medical proof, utilizing expert medical witnesses, or otherwise preparing medical cases, a large literature of textbooks, handbooks, and encyclopedic works on medical issues relevant to the legal profession has developed over the years. Much of this literature is highly practical. It is also highly marketable; some sources have estimated that up to 80 percent of the average lawyer's cases involve some kind of medical question^.^ Although these traditional materials relating law and medicine remain within the scope of the health law specialist, they IH) longer encompass all the topics we now consider to be part of health law, and their effect on the literature is not really interdisciplinary.
Interdisciplinary approaches have their major effects on the processes of legal scholarship; they signal a move in the academic lawyer's research techniques away from strict doctrinal analysis and toward the use of techniques and research materials from other discipline^.^ For law librarians and others concerned with supplying the information needed for this sort of research, new expertise in selecting materials from non-law disciplines and facility with indexing and searching tools outside those traditionally used in legal research are required.
The growth and complexity of the health law literature is also due to the need for health law attorneys, health care administrators, and other health care professionals to be aware of the effects of f M and state legislation and regulation.
Since World War II, if not before, health care has become a major concern of public policy. With the passage of the Public Health Service Act in 1944; the Hill-Burton Amendments in 1946,', the Medicaid amendments in 1965,' and other legislation, the impact of f e d d policy decisions on health care has grown enormously. And where policy is made on the state or n a t i d level, the importance of legal considerations increases. Policy decisions are shaped to the ways of existing law, and they create new law in their wake. Since the mid-twentieith century, there has been significant federal policy-making on funding for health research, on health-care organization, and on delivery of health-care services, and a corresponding growth in both legislation and regulation in each of these areas. This growth has created a need for continuing information regarding the factors going into policy-making, and on the impact of policies already in place.
Some policy areas affect health law directly through enacted legislation and regulation. Policy questions also are involved in newly developing areas of concern, such as ethical issues in treatment, bioethics, genetics and human reproduction, and transplantation-whether or not society's concerns have yet been expressed in legislation. The growing importance of health policy considerations to medical and health counsel, other specialists in medical law, and health care administrators has been a major factor in the mushrooming of what we now call health law.
This change to a greater concern with the making of policy decisions and their impact is seen in the changing foci of the standard texts in hospital law and health care law. The early treatments, beginning with Lapp and Ketcham's 1926 The contemporary works, despite their continued emphasis on and coverage of the conventional medical legal topics-forensic science, medical proof in litigation, medical and hospital liability-also (to varying degrees) cover the broader concerns of health law and policy expressed in government regulation of health care, and the newer areas of policy concern mentioned above. From examining these texts, one gets a sense of the amorphous nature of the field. The same feeling results from an examination of the coverage of the newsletters and journals identified in our own bibliography. Some current periodicals specialize in the traditional concerns of law and medicine, others in specific areas of contemporary concern, and still others in news of government actions and proposals for action; and many provide various combinations of these approaches. The literature of the field is made complex by the variety of its topics, the dispersed sources for the information, and the changing nature of the topics it encompasses.
Another reason why the literature of health law is difficult to work with is the variety of audiences at which it is aimed and marketed. In law generally, librarians have a choice among books and journals aimed directly at the law school market-scholarly monographs and reviews or student treatises keyed to the law school curriculum, and more practical works aimed at simplifying the work of the practicing attorney. In health law, selection decisions are more complicated, because the standard texts have been written not for the lawyer at all, but for the health administrator. The case books, by their nature, do not provide the expository treatment of the field that a treatise does; and there are as yet no book-length treatises or texts designed for the health lawyer, as there are in other areas of law. Perhaps this is because health law is an interdisciplinary field, or because it is a field characterized by the impact of policy considerations; in a field with shifting boundaries, the writing of a standard work may be slow in coming. There does seem to be an increasing concern with legal scholarship in health law, however, as signaled by the starting of two new law-school-based journals in health
The literature of texts in health law aimed at health administrators extends from the early treatises in hospital law by the Hayts and others to several recent textbooks. l5 These books all to some extent explain basic principles and institutions of law to their non-lawyer audience, and show how legal principles apply to health law problems. They do not provide, however, the level of analysis and the detailed references to primary sources of the typical treatise written for the lawyer. l6
The monographic literature of health law is similarly difficult for a law librarian to evaluate, because none of it is totally satisfactory for the professional audience. Little of it is aimed at the academic lawyer or even at the practicing attorney specializing in the area. And while the periodical and current-awareness literature of the field, on the other hand, is aimed at the specialist attorney as well as at the health care professional, there is so much of it, and it is so extremely specialized in coverage and audience, that selection and evaluation decisions are difficult.
The following bibliography provides a perspective on the wealth of information available in that segment of the literature, and on the current resources for organizing and indexing it. The bibliography also illustrates the problems of obtaining information in the field of health law, at the same time that it provides a guide to that information. No bibliography of health law materials can solve the problems we have discussed here: that the field itself is without formal definition, encompassing traditional areas of concern in law and medicine, and in hospital law, as well as new concerns raised by policy considerations in the health care field; that health law lacks the grounding provided by standard legal texts and journals; and that the periodical literature of the field is highly specialized and fragmented, is issued from a number of sources, and is aimed in large part at segments of a broader audience with health law concerns but without legal expertise. In brief, the literature of health law is a literature in need of control, so that information can be located efficiently and effectively. The bibliography we provide is meant as a first step in that direction.
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Using the Bibliography as a First Step
Our bibliography explores the variety of information sources which may be of use to the health law researcher. It more specifically focuses on the important question of access to the materials. The fragmentation of resources and the interdisciplinary nature of the field mandate that the researcher use a multiplicity of indexes to get access to the materials needed. The bibliography describes the various indexes available, and the publications indexed by each. The information sources are available in printed form, as well as in computerized formats, but online searching is stressed here.
The bibliography is divided into two main parts: "General Materials" and "Specialized Materials." It is important to understand that the easiest way to get access to the wide range of articles is to use some of the major general indexes to the periodical literature of law, medicine, or health sciences. This is because health law touches upon areas that are not comprehensively covered in the more specialized materials. In addition to subjects classically associated with health law-such as hospital law, medical malpractice, and bioethics-the field currently extends to several other branches of law, including antitrust law and business associations (hospital mergers, corporate practice of medicine, HMOs), contracts and torts, patent law, environmental law, and even federal election law (for example, in the context of PACs acting on behalf of the American Hospital Association). Another often overlooked source of information is the bulk of materials published by the government. The list of specialized materials is representative, rather than exhaustive. It takes into consideration the publications of the most important professional associations and interest groups associated with health law. The publisher's information included with each entry should give the reader an idea of the audience contemplated by the publication.
An intelligent research strategy will depend on the research needs to be met. A specialized newsletter might adequately fill the needs of a practicing attorney to keep abreast of current developments. For indepth research, a computerized literature search through the major periodical indexes will be recommended.
Health law researchers would be well-advised to seek the professional services which can be found in medical and law libraries, as well as U.S. depository libraries. Most reference law librarians are law-trained, as well as library-educated. Medical librarians have a strong and well-established tradition of performing computerized literature searches for their patrons. The best place to find government documents is to go to the nearest U.S. government depository library-there is usually at least one at every university. The main problem with federal documents is that the materials are usually not represented in the main card catalog of the institution. Federal documents librarians, however, have expertise and knowledge of appropriate special indexes and how to use them.
In all these libraries, the staff can be helpful in identifying publications, providing publishers' addresses, explaining the library's resources and services, and, if need be, performing computerized literature searches. In a similar way, the American Hospital Association sponsors a Resource Center which uses the facilities of the Asa S. Bacon Memorial Library and uses the computerized Health Planning and Administration Database. It provides services to health care specialists. Some are free of charge and others are offered on a fee-for-service basis to both members and nonmembers. Services include factual information, research assistance, and a document delivery service. For more information, write to American Hospital Association Resource Center, 840 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Ill. 60611; (312) 
General Indexes
A variety of interdisciplinary indexes, such as Public Affairs Information Service and the New York Times Index, may be of use to the health law researcher for articles written in periodicals, magazines, and newspapers outside of the medico-legal field. Most are searchable online.
Access to Government Information statistical
The following two major commercial indexes stand out because of their comprehensiveness. Both are searchable online. on. Quarterly, with annual cumulations.
American Statistics Index (ASZ)
.
LEXIS and VVESTLAW
LEXIS and WESTLAW are the two major full-text computerized legal retrieval systems. They both consist of various libraries containing cases, administrative decisions, attorney general opinions, regulatory and other materials, now including law reviews.
WESTLAW does not contain any specific health law database. Their Office of Research and Development does not have any plans for a specialized database. Specific West Digest topics, such as "Social Security" and "Health Law and Environment," can be used to narrow down a search.
LEXIS also does not have a specific health law database. However, other services are available in addition to LEXIS, such as NEXIS and MEDIS. NEXIS contains the full text of over 100 publications, including newspapers, magazines, wire services, newsletters, and reference materials. It is especially useful for information on new products and drugs, pending lawsuits, trends, and statistics. MEDIS is a new service and consists of over 50 clinical medical publications, journals, newsletters, and textbooks, comprising the full range of medical practice. The health law researcher might use it to determine standards of care, identify potential expert witnesses, gain background information on a medical topic, and generally to monitor trends in health care.
II. specialized Materials
The variety of publications can be broken down into the following categories: major periodicals, digests of primary sources (legislation, regulations, and case law), and newsletters. These come from many sources, including the academic
